Forest school at

Letchmore Infants' and Nursery
School




Subject Intent Statement

Forest School allows children to learn in an outdoor environment using our natural
world as an outdoor classroom. This concept originated from Denmark, brought back
to England by John Blaney and his team at Bridgwater College. It is an approach that
takes a long term sustained approach to outdoor learning. Forest school seeks to
encourage, motivate, engage and inspire children through positive outdoor
experiences. Forest school is closely entwinded with the concept of learning through
play.

Children are physically active, gaining confidence through open ended activities which
develops their self- concept impacting on their emotional wellbeing. The children are
making choices, overcoming challenges, working in a team and developing thinking
skills.

All forest school activities are carefully planned, in response to observations of the
children and their key adults having a full understanding of the child's preferred
learning style and their dominant schema. This ensures learners are reaching their
full potential. In the sessions they will use their senses, learn to take manageable
risks and develop independence skills.

Provision for vulnerable groups and children with SEND:

Class teachers will make adaptations to the curriculum appropriate to the needs of
individual children. Learning activities and outcomes will be differentiated to ensure all
pupils are able to participate fully and make progress. Resources will be adapted as
appropriate to ensure all pupils can access all aspects of learning. Adaptations may
include: use of visual and concrete resources, pre-teaching key vocabulary and
concepts, assessment of understanding and progress through discussion and
observation rather than through what a child has recorded. This list is not exhaustive
and class teachers will work in collaboration with the child, parents / carers, SENCo,
LSAs and external professionals to understand and respond to the children’s individual
needs.
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